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Climate emergency is here and 
demand is growing for climate action 
that matches the scale and urgency 
of the challenge. 



“Limiting global warming to 1.5°C 
would require rapid, far-reaching 
and unprecedented changes in all 
aspects of society* . . . 
Source: IPCC SR 15 D.5, Summary for Policy Makers
“

* … [including] transitions in energy, land, urban and infrastructure 
(including transport and buildings) and industrial systems.



The current innovation model and investment logic are not delivering a 1.5 
degree world. Despite large investments, activities remain too fragmented to 
unlock the transformations needed.
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The innovation challenge
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In recent years

€25-30 billions
of climate-relevant funding 

per year in the EU has 
achieved emissions

reductions of 22%
with largest cuts from 

energy industries, 
construction and 

manufacturing.

Eurostat, 2018
(base year 1990)



Our Vision
A prosperous, inclusive, 
climate-resilient society 
with a circular net-zero 

emissions economy

Our Mission
To catalyse systemic change 

for climate action

Our Promise
Transformation in time, 

through innovation

EIT Climate-KIC addresses the interdependent challenges of climate 
change and sustainable development through strategic innovation



What we bring to the climate challenge



Our 10-year track record in climate innovation

formal partners, 
across 30 countries 
(including Linked 3rd

Parties)

391+
investment attracted 

to start-ups

>€1bn
full-time jobs created 

since 2010

>2,300+
participants in our 
education activities

44,000

climate-positive
start-ups incubated

1600+
climate funding 

leveraged

€3.4bn+
new products 
and services

595
total value of 

funds managed

€550m+



Our Partnership Community

Core Partners



EIT Climate-KIC Community: May 2019

22%

51%

16%

11% 14%

18%

9%

6%
7%

31%

16%

Climate-KIC 
Community 
Members 

by Category

Climate-KIC 
Community 
Members 

by Geography

Cities, 
Regions,
NGOS

Business

HE

Research UK & 
Ireland Benelux

DACH

Nordics

RIS
CEE

Mediterranean

Total CKIC Community 
Members

342
of which Core Partners

36
Linked Third Parties (L3Ps)

49
Community Members 

including L3P total

391



How to achieve system transformation, our 
theory of change and deep demonstrations



10 years of experience has taught us that achieving the systemic 
change we need requires a different order of innovation. 

Incremental

Project finance model

Single projects and 
incremental change

Siloed and fragmented activities, 
often focused on technological 
improvements

Transformational

Portfolio finance model

Portfolio of connected innovation 
projects that learn from each other

Wide appreciation of 
change levers

System innovation



Theory of change

Nurture
nature-based 

solutions

Accelerate 
sustainable

urban mobility

Make agriculture 
climate-smart

Reform food 
systems

Nurture forests
in integrated 

landscapes
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Promote retrofit 
and decentralised 

energy
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Reboot regional 
economies

Reduce industry 
emissions

Build circular 
material flows

12

11

10

Foster bankable 
green assets 
in cities

Democratise 
climate risk 
information

Mainstream 
climate in 
financial markets

Innovation
Impacts

In 2020 we will 
introduce a fifth 
focus: water and 
marine systems.



Deep 
Demonstrations

Healthy, 
Clean Cities

Resilient, Net-
Zero-Emissions 
Maritime Hubs

Landscapes as 
Carbon Sinks

Just Transitions 
of Heavy 
Industry Regions

Climate-friendly 
Food Systems 

and Diets

Circular, 
Regenerative 
Economies

Long-termism

Resilient 
Regions

First wave Second wave
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Our transformation goals for 2030

Circular, 
resilient and         

net-zero 

…through the 
activation of

…enabling

1 million
climate leaders

1000
innovative solutions 

in action

10
countries and value chains

100
cities

€100bn
in leveraged funding

X 10 impact
through replication and scaling



Our community in the
Regional Innovation Scheme:
How we boost climate innovation 
across Europe



The EIT Regional Innovation Scheme (RIS) is a dedicated programme to 
accelerate climate innovation across Europe. 

EIT Climate-KIC Hubs serve as entry points for interacting with local players, 
mobilising and internationalising local networks.

EIT RIS goal is to stimulate low-carbon innovation in countries, regions and 
cities across Southern and Eastern Europe and ensure fair distribution and 
cohesion in innovation across Europe. 

EIT Regional Innovation Scheme



EIT RIS Countries

Czech Republic and 
Slovakia as of 2020

BulgariaCroatia

Cyprus

Estonia

Greece

Latvia

Lithuania

Malta

Romania

Serbia

Slovenia

Slovakia

Czech Republic

RIS Countries

EIT Climate-KIC Locations

Accelerators

Cross-KIC CLC

Work on edge communities

Climate Launch Pad

Climathon

International outreach 
programmes

EIT Climate-KIC total
community locations

Portugal



Business

Policy and
regulatory frameworks

Public 
Sector

Education

EIT RIS - Local Ecosystem

Climate-KIC 
Hub



???

Policy and
regulatory frameworks

???EIT RIS – The Croatian Hub

EIT Climate-KIC 
Hub 

Croatia



EIT RIS – we work with...

RIS Team

ECOSYSTEMS (regional, national + cross country): network development and 
internationalisation/interlinking, ideation & innovation

CITIES/DISTRICTS: Climathon, Smart Sustainable District programme, 
Urban Challenges

STARTUPS: Common Accelerator curriculum and methodology focusing 
on inter-country and regional mobility and cross-fertilisation

PROFESSIONALS: capacity-building, professional education, ‘Pioneers 
into Practice

STUDENTS: ‘The Journey’ summer school, pre-incubation programmes and 
hackathons



EIT Climate-KIC Programmes active in EIT RIS Countries 

Education Entrepreneurship Citizen 
engagement

http://www.climate-kic.org/programmes/entrepreneurship/greenhouse/
http://matchmaking-startups-cleantech.eu/
https://climathon.climate-kic.org/


Let’s create resilient future together and now. 
Join us. Innovate. Act.
dina.dehart@climate-kic.org
eitris@climate-kic.org

www.climate-kic.org

mailto:dina.dehart@climate-kic.org
mailto:eitris@climate-kic.org

